
During the last six years there have been many policies, guidance documents and information to support young people with special and additional needs educated in England and Wales. This information sheet catalogues some of the most important ones that may be useful to you in your work.
2001 Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (SENDA)
SENDA was an amendment to the Disability Discrimination Act 1995. SENDA became part 4 of the DDA and has the following key points:

· An education institution should not treat a disabled person less favourably for a reason relating to their disability

· An institution is required to make reasonable adjustments if a disabled person would otherwise be placed at a substantial disadvantage

· Adjustments should be anticipatory

2001 Inclusive Schooling: Children with SEN
This statutory guidance aims to provide practical advice on the operation of the inclusion framework in which all maintained schools (including maintained nursery schools) and local education authorities, in England, must have regard to. The key findings are:

· Inclusion is a process by which schools, local education authorities and others develop their cultures, policies and practices to include pupils. 

· With the right training, strategies and support nearly all children with special educational needs can be successfully included in mainstream education. 

· An inclusive education service offers excellence and choice and incorporates the views of parents and children. 
· The interests of all pupils must be safeguarded.

· Schools, local education authorities and others should actively seek to remove barriers to learning and participation. 

· All children should have access to an appropriate education that affords them the opportunity to achieve their personal potential.

· Mainstream education will not always be right for every child all of the time. Equally just because mainstream education may not be right at a particular stage it does not prevent the child from being included successfully at a later stage.
2002 Revised SEN Code of Practice
This document set out five principles:

· That children with SEN should have their needs met

· That their needs will normally be met in mainstream schools 

· That the views of children should be sought and taken into account

· That parents have a vital role to play in supporting their children’s education

· That children with SEN should be offered full access to a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum in the Foundation Stage and later years

2003 The DfES Ministerial working Party on the Future of Special Schools
This inquiry recommended that Special Schools should:

· Be outward –looking centres of expertise and work more collaboratively with mainstream schools

· Increasingly cater for the growing population of children and young people with severe and complex special educational needs

· Go through the process of change in terms of leadership, teaching and learning, funding and structures

· Develop the way in which they work with Health, Social Care and other agencies which provide support beyond the classroom

2004 Special Educational Needs and Disability – Towards Inclusive Schools 
The recommendations from this Ofsted report were that the DfES should continue to work with schools and LEAs to ensure that:

· The ability of mainstream schools to cater for the diversity of special needs and disability is enhanced

· The effects of local decisions on admissions involving pupils with SEN are kept under close review

· Productive links on curriculum and teaching are made between mainstream and special schools

· Pupils with SEN in mainstream schools are able to play a full part in school life, and receive a curriculum and teaching relevant to their needs

· Schools evaluate their provision for SEN thoroughly and act on the findings to improve standards of achievement
2004 Removing Barriers to Achievement – The Government’s Strategy for SEN
This sets out the Government’s ten year vision for SEN and outlines priorities in four key areas:

· Early intervention — to ensure that children who have difficulties learning receive the help they need as soon as possible and that parents of children with special educational needs and disabilities have access to suitable childcare
· Removing barriers to learning — by embedding inclusive practice in every school and early years setting

· Raising expectations and achievement — by developing teachers' skills and strategies for meeting the needs of children with SEN and sharpening the focus on their progress
· An improved partnership approach — services working together to meet the needs of children and families

2004 – Every Child Matters – Change for Children
Every Child Matters aims to improve opportunities for children, young people and their families. The key elements include:
· Building services around the child, young person and families to achieve improved outcomes

· Understanding and responding to children’s needs in an holistic way

· Supporting parents, carers and families

· Better safeguards for children and young people

· Focussing on opportunities for all and narrowing the gaps

· Developing the workforce and changing culture and practice

· Integrating working practices, processes, strategy and governance

Every Child Matters outlines five outcomes for children:

· Be healthy

· Stay safe

· Enjoy and achieve

· Make a positive contribution

· Achieve economic well-being

2005 The Disability Discrimination (DDA)
This act amends the DDA 1995 to introduce a statutory duty on public authorities, including schools and local authorities to promote equality of opportunity for disabled people. Under regulations attached to the Act from December 2006 secondary schools and from December 2007 primary and special schools will need to use their existing mechanisms to demonstrate how they are meeting the requirement to have a Disability Equality Scheme and Actuion Plan

2006 Inclusion: Does it matter where pupils are taught? 
This Ofsted report examines the factors that promote good outcomes across a range of different provision for pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities (LDD). Three of the key findings were:

· Mainstream schools with additionally resourced provision were particularly successful in achieving high outcomes for pupils

· High quality, specialist teachers and a commitment by leaders to create opportunities to include all pupils were the keys to success

· The increased analysis of data about their pupils learning was supporting the progress of pupils
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