	Green Paper: Children And Young People With Special Educational Needs And Disabilities - Call For Views

Response Form

The closing date for this Call For Views is:
15 October 2010


Your comments must reach us by that date.
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THIS FORM IS NOT INTERACTIVE. If you wish to respond electronically please use the online or offline response facility available on the Department for Education e-consultation website (http://www.education.gov.uk/consultations).
Information provided in response to this consultation, including personal information, may be subject to publication or disclosure in accordance with the access to information regimes, primarily the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act 1998.

If you want all, or any part, of your response to be treated as confidential, please explain why you consider it to be confidential.

If a request for disclosure of the information you have provided is received, your explanation about why you consider it to be confidential will be taken into account, but no assurance can be given that confidentiality can be maintained. An automatic confidentiality disclaimer generated by your IT system will not, of itself, be regarded as binding on the Department.

The Department will process your personal data (name and address and any other identifying material) in accordance with the Data Protection Act 1998, and in the majority of circumstances, this will mean that your personal data will not be disclosed to third parties.

	Please tick if you want us to keep your response confidential.
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	Reason for confidentiality:
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	Name
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	Organisation (if applicable)
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	Address:
	[image: image7.png]





If your enquiry is related to the policy content of the consultation you can contact Shane Samarasinghe  Telephone: 020 7783 8602

e-mail: shane.samarasinghe@education.gsi.gov.uk
If you have a query relating to the consultation process you can contact the Consultation Unit on:

Telephone: 01928 794888

Fax: 01928 794 311

e-mail: consultation.unit@education.gsi.gov.uk
Please mark an X in the box below that best describes you as a respondent.
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	Parent/Carer
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	Child/Young Person
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	National Voluntary Organisation
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	Children’s Service
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	Local voluntary Organisation
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	School/College
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	Local Authority
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	Headteacher/Teacher
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	SENCO
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	Governor
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	Other (please specify)
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	Please Specify:



	


Q1)
Are the SEN and Disability statutory frameworks - including the SEN statementing process -  helping children and young people to get what they need? If not, what changes could help? 
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	Yes
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	No
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	Not Sure
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	Comments:  During the last ten years there has been a plethora of legislation that supports children and young people with SEN. This may have been from education, health and social care. There needs to be a much greater consistency across departments to bring all the legislation together. 
The current system is bureaucratic, time consuming, adversarial and expensive and too many parents and children wait far too long to access appropriate provision. There is also a great inconsistency across the local authorities in England. There needs to be a national steer on any future frameworks with accountability for all involved – this would remove the ‘postcode lottery’ that exists currently. Parents want to feel secure in the transparency in the system and not feel they ‘have to fight’ to get their child’s needs assessed and sometimes met.
This not only applies to statemented children but also applies to the current school action and school action plus as these are interpreted very differently from one local authority to another.

The present system is failure driven and leads to a continuing emphasis on difference rather than inclusion. The use of league tables may encourage schools to use the process for the wrong reasons. Children are categorised on what they can’t do rather than celebrating what they can do. Every individual can make a positive contribution to society but they need an education system that can support and nurture their achievements to prepare them for life way beyond school.
Any new system must be flexible and support and take into account the continuum of need and be able to meet the changing needs of a student as they progress through the system.

The current system is inconsistent in its support for those children who move schools or who develop a special educational need due to an unforeseen incident (accident, hospitalisation, bereavement etc. There needs to be a fast track route for these exceptional circumstances.


	


Q2)
How can we identify children's special educational needs earlier, and make sure that they get the support they need as quickly as possible?
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	Comments: Early identification and intervention is key to supporting children we should not be  waiting  until transfer to secondary school.(We have members who tell us that they are not allowed to seek a statutory assessment until a child is in Year 5 – That is 5 years too late!!)  
Schools need to listen to parents, they have been the child’s first educators and most will have identified concerns. It was hoped that with more funding delegated to schools to support early identification and intervention we would have seen an increase in provision. Unfortunately whilst we have a system that does not ring-fence funding in schools there will always be the dilemma of how that money is spent.

There should be much greater interaction between Early Years Provider and school – area EY SENCOs and school SENCOs working closely to ensure seamless transition.  A continuation of the Early Years Foundation Stage into Year 1 and Year 2 should be available for those children that need it.  

There is a urgent need to offer quality professional development at initial teacher training and in-service.  The children in our schools today have different (and more complex)  needs  than those over ten years ago and teachers need to be trained in identifying need. Teachers need to have an understanding of child development and the stages that very young children go through as they develop (0 – 18). The knowledge base of teachers needs to be extended to include learning and assessment as well as subject knowledge. This would enable teachers to be able to not only identify children  but also to offer a wide range of teaching strategies and interventions to meet their individual needs.
 However, it must be acknowledged that early intervention is not about ‘catching up’ and that not all children will  be identified in their early school years but may be identified an any point on their educational journey. 

Schools also need to be aware of products and resources (especially information and assistive technology) which can support, enhance and offer access to areas of the curriculum that maybe were not previously available. Large pieces of equipment, furniture and expensive technology could be shared between local schools or loaned from a central base for a specific period of time. 



	


Q3)
How can we improve the processes for special educational needs and disability - in schools, in assessments, and across all services - so that 
professionals can spend more of their time with children and their families?
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	Comments: All teachers are teachers of children with special educational needs. There needs to be much greater training on quality first teaching and using differentiation in that teaching. (This is not just about a different worksheet!!) There needs to be much more emphasis on multi- agency professionals working collaboratively and acknowledge the need to joint funding approaches to meeting a need – they can no longer work in silos hoping that another agency will address the need.

Professionals need to be trusted so when they say a child is causing concern and the evidence is there to back up their judgement then trust them and offer support at that point. 

It also needs to be acknowledged that assessment is not the end of a process but a stepping stone to the next stage. It is what we do with the assessment and how its results aid in our planning of interventions and strategies – this is a training issue for all professionals. This would need to begin with a common language and understanding of shared terminology.
We now have regulations in place that ensure that every mainstream school must have a SENCO who has QTS and over time all will have completed the national Award. The issue now is to ensure that the SENCO is given the time to carry out the strategic role that is so vital< Leaders in schools need to understand the new role of the SENCO – they are not administrators they are highly skilled professionals who can help the whole school improve. provision for children and young people with special educational needs.



	


Q4) 
How can we ensure all schools and colleges have high expectations for children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities, including their future potential and contribution to society?
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	Comments: We have a very academic focused curriculum that judges schools on their results and as such schools feel real pressure to get all children to ‘national expectations or above’. The Progression Guidance has begun to address this issue but there is a very urgent need to accept that some children may have talents in other areas (not academic subjects) and schools need to have the flexibility to offer alternative curriculum opportunities for some children. If some of the barriers were removed and school were enabled to work collaboratively to offer a diverse curriculum all schools would have high expectations and have children who were achieving well. 


	


Q5)
How can we improve the choices of schools and services available to parents and improve opportunities for them to be involved in decisions that affect their family?
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	Comments: It needs to be recognised that there are issues in regard to geographical  location for some parents. Rural areas will never be able to access the choice of urban parents unless children are prepared to travel significant distances (there is also a transport issue) The co-location of mainstream and special schools through the BSF programme, had begun to develop some fantastic inclusive situations with children  being able to access facilities in all buildings whilst having the specialist support they might need on a daily basis. Schools need to work collaboratively within small clusters so they can offer complementary provision to support all children. It also has to be acknowledge that there is a need for the non-maintained and Independent sector and these schools should be part of these clusters offering advice and support to others. The provision offered by future Academies and Free schools will also need to be  taken into account.


	


Q6)
How can we improve the transition from school to adult life for young  people with special educational needs and disabilities and the support provided for their families throughout?

	[image: image28.png]



	Comments: All children should have the opportunity to progress beyond school no matter what their special educational need or disability. This could be into further education, employment or training. Currently further education and training is governed by the student having reached Level 2. This is not going to be the case for some so FE providers need to have funding to support those working below Level 2, We also need to understand that these students will also need  longer to learn – they may not complete a 10 week course in 10 weeks – there is a need for flexibility in the system. Employers also need to be encouraged to support employees with special educational needs with additional training.  High quality Connextions Service (or similar) should be appropriately funded to support children, parents and school to work their way through this incredibly stressful time for all. There is an urgent need to reinforce good practice around person – centred planning from the earliest opportunity, ensuring that the student’s  views are central to this process. There needs to be more provision for  supported living opportunities enabling the individual to be a s independent as they would want to be. Far too many parents are currently having to ‘look after’ their children at home at age 16+ because there is no opportunity for them to be supported outside the home.
There is also a need to review and revise the very academic subject led curriculum that is embedded in our schools and seek alternative courses that will support the educational journey of some of our most vulnerable young people.



	


Q7)  Ideas and examples of what's working well
We would like to include ideas and examples of what's working well.  If 

you have an example we could include please respond setting out your 

response as detailed below.

 Summary: 150 words
 Ideas
· What is it?(brief description)
· Who is it for? 
· How would it work?   
Or;
Examples:150 words 
· Where is it?
· What was done, by whom, how and when?
· What resources were required?
· How was the work funded?  
A bit about you: 100 words
· Tell us a little about yourself and your role
Permission to use:
· Please confirm a contact name from whom permission has been granted to use the example in the Green Paper
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	Comments:



	


Q8)
Please use this space for any other comments you would like to make. 
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	Comments: We need to ensure that the most vulnerable young people are taught by the most qualified teachers and that they are given high quality intervention and support from the earliest opportunity.

High quality training is an essential feature

Transparency - SEN funding for SEN pupils

Involve parents and children

Improve communication between home, school and external agencies

Cluster multi-disciplinary teams that schools can get 'instant' access to


	


Q9)
Please let us have your views on responding to this consultation (e.g. the number and type of questions, was it easy to find, understand, complete etc.)
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	Comments:



	


Thank you for taking the time to let us have your views. We do not intend to acknowledge individual responses unless you place an 'X' in the box below.

Please acknowledge this reply [image: image32.png]



Here at the Department for Education we carry out our research on many different topics and consultations. As your views are valuable to us, would it be alright if we were to contact you again from time to time either for research or to send through consultation documents?
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Yes
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No



All DfE public consultations are required to conform to the following criteria within the Government Code of Practice on Consultation:

Criterion 1: Formal consultation should take place at a stage when there is scope to influence the policy outcome.

Criterion 2: Consultations should normally last for at least 12 weeks with consideration given to longer timescales where feasible and sensible.

Criterion 3: Consultation documents should be clear about the consultation process, what is being proposed, the scope to influence and the expected costs and benefits of the proposals.

Criterion 4: Consultation exercises should be designed to be accessible to, and clearly targeted at, those people the exercise is intended to reach.

Criterion 5: Keeping the burden of consultation to a minimum is essential if consultations are to be effective and if consultees’ buy-in to the process is to be obtained.

Criterion 6: Consultation responses should be analysed carefully and clear feedback should be provided to participants following the consultation.

Criterion 7: Officials running consultations should seek guidance in how to run an effective consultation exercise and share what they have learned from the experience.

If you have any comments on how DfE consultations are conducted, please contact Donna Harrison, DfE Consultation Co-ordinator, tel: 01928 794304 / email: donna.harrison@education.gsi.gov.uk
Thank you for taking time to respond to this consultation.
Completed questionnaires and other responses should be sent to the address shown below by 15 October 2010

Send by post to:

SEN and Disability Frameworks Team
Special Educational Needs and Disability Division
Department for Education
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT

Send by e-mail to: send.callforviews@education.gsi.gov.uk 
  

