



Types of school available in England and Wales

Over the last ten years we have seen an increase in the types of school that we have offering education within England and Wales. The new coalition government is looking to expand educational provision even further to ensure that parents have as wide a choice as possible to enable them to access a school that will meet the individual needs of their child/ren.  In this article we list the main types of schools available in England and Wales. 
Mainstream State Schools

All children in England and Wales between the ages of five and 16 are entitled to a free place at a state school. In England and Wales, 90 per cent of children are educated in state-maintained schools, the majority referred to as mainstream or 'ordinary' schools. Mainstream schools have a lot in common; they are all funded by local authorities, follow the national curriculum and are regularly inspected by the Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted).

Different kinds of schools are run in different ways, implementing different policies and serving different educational needs. The School Standards and Framework Act, 1998 identifies four main categories of state-maintained school: community, foundation, voluntary-controlled and voluntary-aided.

· Community Schools
The Local Authority (LA) employs the school’s staff, owns the school’s land and buildings and has the primary responsibility for deciding admission arrangements. Community schools look to develop strong links with the local community, sometimes offering use of their facilities and providing services like childcare and adult learning classes.

· Foundation Schools and Trust Schools

Foundation schools are run by their own governing body, which employs the staff and sets the admissions criteria. Land and buildings are usually owned by the governing body or a charitable foundation. The Foundation appoints the majority of governors.

A Trust school is a type of foundation school which forms a charitable trust with an outside partner - for example, a business or educational charity - aiming to raise standards and explore new ways of working.

The decision to become a Trust school is taken by the governing body, with parents having a say.

· Voluntary Aided Schools
Many of these are religious or ‘faith’ schools. The Governing Body employs the staff and decides admission arrangements. 
Land and buildings are normally owned by a charitable foundation. The Governing Body contributes towards the capital costs of running the school. 
Most aided schools are linked to either the Church of England or the Roman Catholic Church, but there are some schools linked to other faith or non-denominational groups.

· Voluntary Controlled Schools
These are almost always religious or ‘faith’ schools. Land and buildings are often owned by a charitable foundation and the LA employs the school’s staff and has primary responsibility for admission arrangements
Other
· City technology colleges (CTCs) –
CTCs are publicly funded (direct from the government) independent schools for pupils aged 11 to 18 which teach the national curriculum with a specific focus on science, mathematics and technology. They offer a wide range of vocational qualifications alongside GCSEs and A-levels.
· Specialist Schools

Any maintained secondary school and any maintained or non-maintained special school in England can apply for specialist status in one of ten curriculum specialisms: arts, business & enterprise, engineering, humanities, languages, mathematics & computing, music, science, sports and technology. 
· Academies

Academies are publicly funded independent schools that provide a first-class education. They are set up where there is an unmet demand for school paces or to replace schools in challenging circumstances. They can benefit from greater freedoms to help innovate and raise standards. These freedoms include

· freedom from local authority control

· ability to set your own pay and conditions for staff 

· freedom from following the National Curriculum

· ability to change the lengths of terms and school days.

There will also be the potential for academies to have greater freedoms in the way they engage in local partnerships and deliver 14-19 education.
· Free Schools
Free Schools are all-ability state-funded schools set up in response to parental demand. The most important element of a great education is the quality of teaching and Free Schools will enable excellent teachers to create schools and improve standards for all children, regardless of their background.

Under the new plans it will become much easier for charities, universities, businesses, educational groups, teachers and groups of parents to get involved and start new schools. Ministers are working right across Government to remove the red tape which can prevent new schools from setting up from planning laws, to the Department’s own school premises rules.   

· Grammar Schools
Grammar schools select their pupils by "11-plus" examinations based on academic ability. Current policy on grammar schools dates back to 1995 and states that there will be no new grammar schools; selection will only end where there is a locval demand for this to happen.

· Independent Schools
An independent school is usually funded by fee-paying students and is not maintained by the local authority or central government.

Special Schools

· Maintained Special School
These are funded by the relevant Local Authority and can be either a Community Special or a Foundation Special School. They cater solely for children and young people with special needs and/or disabilities.
·  Non Maintained Special Schools (NMSS)
These are non-profit making independent schools run by charities or charitable trusts which have been approved by the Secretary of State to take pupils with statements.
They receive some capital funding from the DfE for capital work and equipment, as well as some other revenue funding. 
Their main income is primarily from fees charged to the local authority for pupils placed in the schools. 
·  Independent Special Schools
Legally there is no such thing as an independent special school. However, for practical reasons, the DfE treats any independent school with at least 50 percent of the pupils having SEN and 25 percent with statements of special needs, as a special school. 
Independent special schools are usually owned by an individual or limited company or group of companies but can also be a charity. They are wholly funded by pupil fees and can be run on a profit-making basis. Most pupils who attend have been placed by local authorities, although parents may fund places for their children directly.
· Short Stay Schools (formally)Pupil Referral Units (PRUs)
Short Stay Schools are a type of school, set up and run by LAs to provide education for children who cannot attend school. They cater for a wide range of pupils — those who cannot attend school because of medical problems, teenage mothers and pregnant schoolgirls, pupils who have been assessed as being school phobic, and pupils awaiting a school place. They do also provide education for pupils who have been excluded and they can be used to provide short placements for those who are at risk of exclusion.

